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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  AMESBURY 


East  Wilts  United  Districts  (M.O.H.)  Office, 
1 The  Green, 

Marlborough. 

Telephone  487  and  118. 

To  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  The  Rural  District: 

Mr.  Chairman . Ladies  and  Gentlemen , 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1966,  which 
is  compiled  on  similar  lines  as  last  year  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  I am  grateful  to  Mr.  Fisher,  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector,  for  his  report  which  is  again  included.  I am  also  indebted 
to  Dr.  Lycett,  the  County  Medical  Officer,  for  supplying  me  with  details  of 
immunisation  procedures  carried  out. 

The  district  though  primarily  concerned  with  agriculture  is  also  of  great 
importance,  in  that,  it  accommodates  a number  of  military  establishments  in 
which  a significant  proportion  of  the  population  find  their  employment.  The 
very  pleasant  town  of  Amesbury,  situated  on  the  river  Avon,  in  spite  of  the 
near  proximity  of  Salisbury,  is  an  increasingly  important  shopping  centre  for 
the  surrounding  area.  The  district  is  important  from  the  communication 
point  of  view,  as  in  addition  to  other  link  roads  it  is  traversed  by  the  A303 
London  to  Exeter  trunk  road.  It  has  a considerable  attraction  for  visitors  and 
contains  many  examples  of  archaeological  and  architectural  interest,  inclu- 
ding the  prehistoric  Stonehenge,  while  part  of  the  Avon  valley  which  lies 
between  Amesbury  and  Salisbury  is  amongst  the  most  beautiful  stretches  of 
river  scenery  to  be  found  anywhere. 

During  the  year  the  health  of  the  district  has  given  no  real  cause  for 
anxiety,  although  there  were  a number  of  cases  of  measles. 

The  vital  statistics  are  based  on  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General.  The  number  of  deaths  has  again  slightly  increased,  and  the  rate 
when  adjusted  is  fractionally  higher,  but  remains  below  the  national  average. 
The  number  of  births  has  continued  its  downward  trend,  and  the  total  rate 
is  two  per  1,000  lower,  but  the  adjusted  rate  is  again  well  above  the  national 
figure.  The  natural  increase,  that  is  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  is  406, 
which  is  almost  the  same  as  the  increase  the  Registrar  General  has  allowed 
for  in  his  figures.  This  is  very  much  less  than  the  increase  of  1,540  estimated 
to  have  occurred  the  previous  year.  I am  at  a loss  to  explain  this  but  can 
only  assume  that  it  may  be  accounted  for  by  migration  of  service  personnel. 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  is  up  by  one,  which  gives  a rate  which  is 
again  higher  than  the  national  average,  which  it  has  been  for  the  past  four 
years. 

Malignant  disease  claimed  33  victims,  of  which  21  were  males.  Of  these, 
six,  five  of  whom  were  below  pensionable  age,  were  due  to  lung  cancer,  a 
disease  for  which  cigarette  smoking  for  practicable  purposes  is  the  cause  in 
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at  least  85%  of  cases.  Other  diseases  particularly  closely  associated  with 
cigarette  smoking  are  chronic  bronchitis  and  coronary  thrombosis.  The  latter 
claimed  41  deaths  this  year,  nearly  a quarter  more  than  in  1965,  and  for 
which  the  younger  cigarette  smoker  has  a death  rate  of  around  one  and  a 
half  to  twice  that  of  the  non-smoker.  There  must  be  few  young  cigarette 
smokers  in  this  country  now  who  are  not  aware  that  they  are  running  a risk 
that  their  indulgence  is  very  likely  to  shorten  their  life  by  ten  to  twenty  years. 
One  is  at  a loss  to  know  what  more  can  be  done  to  reduce  the  incidence  of 
cigarette  smoking,  although  some  encouragement  is  given  to  those  of  us  who 
speak  to  school  children  on  this  matter,  to  find  that  there  has  been  some 
reduction  nationally  in  young  people  who  are  starting  the  smoking  habit  at 
this  time,  and  I have  found  this  to  be  the  case,  particularly  in  those  of 
average  intelligence  and  above. 

I am  glad  that  the  Council  now  display  “ No  Smoking  ” notices  in  those 
parts  of  the  Council  offices  which  are  open  to  the  general  public,  and  during 
Council  meetings.  Many  non-smokers  particularly  those  with  chest  com- 
plaints suffer  considerable  discomfort  in  attending  indoor  functions  at  which 
smoking  is  permitted,  and  I feel  that  the  case  for  prohibition  in  public  places 
is  overwhelming  where  this  is  practicable. 

Infectious  disease  notifications,  as  has  been  said,  during  the  year  were 
very  low  apart  from  measles,  when  265  cases  were  notified.  Measles  nowa- 
days is  almost  always  a very  mild  disease  in  children.  It  is,  however,  a 
disease  which  at  present  virtually  every  child  contracts  at  some  stage,  is 
always  a nuisance  both  to  the  family  and  the  general  medical  practitioner 
during  epidemic  periods,  and  by  its  universality  accounts  for  more  deaths 
annually  than  any  other  infectious  disease.  I feel  sure  that  before  long  the 
new  vaccine  which  has  been  developed,  and  which  is  now  used  widely  in  the 
United  States,  will  become  routine  procedure  in  this  country. 

The  immunisation  returns  for  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus, 
in  infancy,  are  excellent,  and  those  for  poliomyelitis  vaccination  with  the 
current  oral  vaccine  are  if  anything  better.  There  must,  however,  be  no 
slackening  off,  as  we  have  had  some  sharp  examples  of  what  can  happen  in 
other  parts  of  the  country  in  recent  years  when  adequate  levels  of  vaccination 
in  the  child  population  have  not  been  maintained. 

Housing  conditions — the  corner-stone  of  public  health — on  the  whole  are 
good.  Slum  clearance  apart  from  the  individual  house  is  virtually  at  an  end. 
At  the  present  time  the  practice  is  for  a Sub-committee  to  inspect  these 
individual  properties  before  they  are  formally  represented  by  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector.  In  my  experience  this  is  unusual  and  in  my  view 
wasteful  of  members’  time.  It  is,  however,  an  indication  of  the  very  great 
interest  which  members  take  in  all  housing  matters  and  which  are  dealt  with 
by  this  Council  in  an  extremely  efficient  manner.  During  the  year  a points 
scheme  was  started  to  evaluate  the  housing  needs  of  Council  house  applicants. 
This  has  proved  very  satisfactory,  largely  due  to  the  hard  work  which  Mr. 
Fisher  gave  to  this  project,  although  at  present  I feel  that  the  residential 
requirements  are  rather  too  long  and  may  result  in  the  Committee  having  to 
have  a needless  number  of  cases  brought  before  them  for  special  considera- 
tion where  the  housing  circumstances  are  urgent. 
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In  passing  I feel  that  reference  should  be  made  to  the  pressure  on  the 
Council  to  house  the  serviceman  due  to  be  demobilised,  which  is  very  strong. 
The  Council  have  fixed  a quota  of  not  more  than  one  to  six,  which  in  view 
of  the  number  of  normal  applicants  is  very  reasonable.  Many  of  these  appli- 
cants due  to  the  length  of  their  military  service  have  lost  touch  with  their 
original  home  connections  and  naturally  turn  to  the  housing  authority  in 
whose  area  they  find  themselves  on  demobilisation,  for  assistance.  This  not 
only  creates  difficulties  for  this  Council  and  others  similarly  placed,  but  may 
result  in  the  loss  to  the  community  of  the  special  skills  which  a serviceman 
may  have  acquired,  due  to  the  lack  of  a suitable  outlet  for  him  locally. 
With  respect,  I suggest  that  this  aspect  of  resettlement  needs  more  positive 
attention  nationally. 

I was  very  pleased  that  the  Shrewton  scheme  for  grouped  bungalow 
accommodation  has  followed  the  Durrington  scheme  completed  some  years 
ago.  These  schemes  I feel  sure  are  a most  satisfactory  answer  to  the  housing 
needs  of  the  elderly,  particularly  to  those  in  failing  health.  They  provide  for 
conditions  in  which  the  old  person  can  lead  an  independent  life  for  as  long 
as  possible,  where  loneliness  is  largely  dispelled,  and  where  a reasonable 
amount  of  assistance  is  always  available,  particularly  in  an  emergency.  I do 
not  believe  that  there  is  much  danger  of  overbuilding  for  the  elderly,  having 
regard  to  the  number  of  houses  which  are  under  occupied  at  the  present  time, 
and  which  could  be  used  to  better  advantage  for  younger  growing  families. 
I feel  sure  that  the  Council  would  do  well  to  proceed  with  a similar  scheme 
either  for  grouped  bungalows  or  flatlets  in  the  Amesbury  parish. 

The  number  of  problem  families  are  relatively  few,  and  I am  satisfied 
that  the  present  arrangements  with  the  Standing  Co-ordinating  Committee, 
provide  in  the  circumstances  the  best  chance  of  success  of  rehabilitation 
helped  by  the  insight  always  shown  by  the  Housing  Committee  which  is  also 
so  frequently  involved. 

Food  hygiene  in  the  district  is  reasonably  good.  I make  no  apology  for 
again  referring  to  the  need  to  handle  food,  particularly  food  which  is  con- 
sumed without  further  cooking,  as  little  as  possible  and  always  with  clean 
hands.  Where  hand  washing  facilities  in  food  businesses  are  used  com- 
munally there  are  great  advantages  to  be  obtained  in  the  provision  of  the 
disposable  paper  towel  in  reducing  the  risk  of  cross-infection.  The  soiled 
hand  is  the  most  frequent  factor  encountered  when  investigating  any  outbreak 
of  food  poisoning,  of  which  this  year  I am  happy  to  report  none  was  notified. 
It  is  for  this  reason,  which  is  not  perhaps  generally  realised,  that  smoking  is 
a hazard,  since  it  leads  to  the  contamination  of  the  fingers  by  saliva,  which 
may  well  contain  food  poisoning  bacteria,  on  occasions. 

The  water  supply  throughout  the  district  is  satisfactory.  At  the  time  of 
writing  I understand  that  it  has  not  been  decided  to  appoint  a suitably 
qualified  medical  adviser,  albeit  part-time,  as  a consultant  in  public  health 
matters,  but  to  reconsider  this  question  in  twelve  months,  a decision  which 
I regret. 
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Refuse  collection  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Surveyor’s  Department,  and 
is  carried  out  weekly  in  a very  satisfactory  manner,  although  it  is  a kerbside 
collection.  Some  members  of  the  Council  have  shown  a great  interest  in  the 
plastic  sack  method  of  collection,  and  in  spite  of  its  extra  expense  this  is 
something  which  I would  welcome  on  hygienic  grounds.  Also  other  advan- 
tages are  that  it  is  quieter,  safer,  and  a much  pleasanter  task  for  the  men 
engaged  in  collecting. 

The  Road  and  Home  Safety  Committee  have  altered  its  title  to  that  of 
the  Amesbury  Rural  District  Accident  Prevention  Committee,  and  at  the 
same  time  altered  its  constitution  to  give  voting  powers  to  members  of  the 
Committee  representing  other  organisations  in  the  district.  I feel  sure  that 
this  has  stimulated  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Committee,  which  met  regu- 
larly throughout  the  year  and  was  responsible  for  organising  an  excellent 
Home  Safety  Exhibition  in  May. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  became  clear  that  a start  was  about  to  be 
made  on  the  provision  of  “ Meals  on  Wheels  ” in  the  Durrington  parish, 
largely  due  to  the  hard  work  put  in  by  the  County  Welfare  Department. 
The  difficulty  in  starting  this  service  in  other  parts  of  the  district,  and  which 
has  so  big  a part  to  play  in  ensuring  that  old  people  can  live  an  independent 
life  in  their  own  homes  for  as  long  as  possible,  is  the  lack  of  available  kitchen 
facilities,  and  to  a lesser  extent  the  recruitment  of  the  necessary  voluntary 
labour  on  which  we  depend  so  much  for  the  success  of  these  schemes. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  referring  to  my  disappointment  that 
the  Council  have  not  supported  my  recommendation  to  press  the  Local 
Health  Authority  to  introduce  the  well  proven  public  health  measure,  fluori- 
dation of  water  supplies,  in  the  interest  of  dental  health.  It  seems  very  sad 
that  at  a time  when  this  measure  is  being  introduced  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  that  local  children  should  be  deprived,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  the 
dental  benefits  which  should  be  theirs  at  a trifling  cost. 

I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  members  of  the  Council  and  par- 
ticularly those  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the  very  great 
deal  of  support  which  they  have  given  me  during  the  year.  I am  also  grateful 
to  the  officers  of  the  Council  for  their  helpfulness  and  consideration,  and 
particularly  to  Mr.  Fisher  and  his  staff  for  the  very  hard  work  which  they 
have  put  in  during  a busy  year.  I should  also  like  to  thank  Dr.  Lishman, 
who  acts  as  my  Deputy,  for  his  ready  help  and  advice.  I am  very  grateful 
to  Dr.  Wormald  and  his  staff  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Odstock,  for 
their  continued  co-operation,  often  at  very  short  notice.  Finally  I should  like 
to  thank  my  clerical  assistant,  Miss  Boswell,  not  only  for  the  conscientious 
way  she  has  carried  out  her  work  during  the  year,  but  also  for  her  valued 
assistance  with  this  report. 

1 am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  D.  F.  STEEDE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


6 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Area  in  acres 
Number  of  Parishes 

Population,  Registrar-General’s  mid-year  estimate 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  flats  and  bungalows 
Number  of  houses,  flats  and  bungalows  owned 
Council 

by  the 

63,455 

17 

27,660 

5,134 

1,516 

Rateable  value  as  at  1st  April  1966  ... 
Product  of  a Penny  Rate  (estimated)  ... 

• • • 

£999,93  / 
£3,945 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

. . . 

304 

249 

553 

Illegitimate 

20 

19 

39 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

Totals 

324 

268 

592 

21.4 

6.6 

5 — 


Illegitimate 


Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 
Total  live  and  stillbirths  ... 

Deaths 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 
Infant  deaths  under  one  year — Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Totals 


Totals 


329 

118 

9 

9 


Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Neonatal  deaths  (under  four  weeks) — Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Totals 


Neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Early  neonatal  deaths  (under  one  week) — Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one 
week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  ... 
Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion) 


7 

5 

5 


268 

68 


3 

3 


— 5 


8.4 

597 

186 

6.7 

15 


15 

25.3 

27.0 

nil 

10 


10 


17.0 

8 


8 

13.5 

21.8 

nil 


1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

Infant  deaths 

19 

18 

19 

14 

15 

Infant  mortality  rate  ... 

20.1 

25.7 

29.27 

22.65 

25.3 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1966 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease  . . . 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Diphtheria 

5 

Whooping  cough  ... 



6 

Meningococcal  infections 

7 

Acute  poliomyelitis 



8 

Measles 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . 

1 

1 

10 

Malignant  neoplasms,  stomach 

1 

1 

2 

11 

jj  „ lung,  bronchus  ... 

6 

6 

12 

33  33  breast 

i 

1 

1 

13 

33  „ uterus 

1 

2 

2 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

12 

8 

20 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

2 

16 

Diabetes 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

14 

8 

22 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

26 

15 

41 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

2 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

13 

10 

23 

21 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

3 

2 

5 

22 

Influenza 

1 

1 

23 

Pneumonia 

5 

2 

7 

24 

Bronchitis 

6 

2 

8 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

. 

1 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

1 

3 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

2 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

_ 

1 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

2 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

7 

4 

11 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

12 

2 

14 

34 

All  other  accidents 

1 

4 

5 

35 

Suicide  ... 

- 

2 

2 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 
All  Causes 

118 

68 

186 

Comparison  with  England  and  Wales 


per  1,000  population 

per  1,000 
Live  Births 

per  1,000 
Total  Births 

Live  Births 
( Adjusted  ) 

Death  Rate 
( Adjusted) 

Infant 

Mortality 

Stillbirths 

Amesbury 
Rural  District 

19.9 

11.16 

25.3 

8.4 

England 
and  Wales 

17.7 

11.7 

19.0 

15.4 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


General  Practitioners: 

Dr.  R.  C.  P.  Aldridge, 

M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
Dr.  D.  G.  Twyman,  M.B. 

Dr.  B.  Batten,  M.B. 

Dr.  A.  P.  Davies,  M.B.,  B.S. 

Dr.  D.  R.  Clarke, 

M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Dr.  R.  J.  B.  H.  Jones, 

M.B.,  D.Obst.,  R.C. O.G. 
Dr.  D.  Leaney,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  J 

Dr.  J.  A.  Pattillo,  M.B. 


Fovant  House,  Amesbury. 

Tel:  Amesbury  3294. 

I 62  Salisbury  Street,  Amesbury. 

\ Tel:  Amesbury  3249. 

Garden  Ground,  Durrington. 

Tel.:  Durrington  Walls  221. 

Pinckney’s  Farm  House,  Durrington. 
Tel.:  Durrington  Walls  378. 

Springbourne,  Shrevvton. 

Tel.:  Shrewton  259. 


Hospitals: 

Odstock  Hospital,  Salisbury.  Tel.:  Salisbury  5111/2. 

The  Old  Manor  Hospital,  Salisbury.  Tel.:  Salisbury  3216/7/8. 

Salisbury  General  Infirmary.  Tel.:  Salisbury  3231. 

Public  Health  Laboratory: 

Odstock  Hospital,  Salisbury  (Dr.  P.  Wormald).  Tel.:  Salisbury  6020. 

County  Council  Health  Department  Services: 

(a)  Ambulance  Facilities : Ambulance  Control  Centre,  Odstock  Road, 

Salisbury. 

(b)  District  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing : (M  = Midwifery;  HN  — 

Home  Nursing). 

Miss  M.  McPherson  (M  & HN), 

21,  Lynchetts  Road,  Amesbury. 

Miss  A.  M.  Lewis  (M  & HN), 

100  High  Street,  Netheravon. 

Miss  M.  Phillips  (M  & HN), 

Birdlymes  Estate,  Porton. 

Miss  L.  D.  Browning  (M), 

35  Meads  Road,  Durrington. 

Mrs.  G.  D.  Beavin  (HN), 

7 Southmill  Road,  Amesbury. 

Mrs.  Q.  M.  Withers  (M  & HN), 

Lady  Close,  Shrewton. 


Tel.:  Amesbury  3110. 

Tel.:  Netheravon  344. 

Tel.:  Idmiston  270. 

Tel.:  Durrington  Walls  297. 
Tel.:  Amesbury  2058. 

Tel.:  Shrewton  277. 
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(c)  Clinics : Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Amesbury:  Methodist  Church  Hall. 

First  and  third  Tuesday  of  month,  2.30-4  p.m. 

Bulford  (Camp):  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

Every  Tuesday,  2-4  p.m. 

Bulford  (Village):  The  Parish  Hall. 

First  and  third  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  2-4  p.m. 

Durrington:  The  Memorial  Hall. 

Second  and  fourth  Thursday  of  each  month,  2-4  p.m. 

Larkhill:  Welfare  Building,  The  Packway. 

Second  and  fourth  Tuesdays  of  each  month,  2-4  p.m. 

Porton/Idmiston:  Parish  Memorial  Hall. 

First  Wednesday  of  each  month,  10-12  noon. 

(d)  Health  Visitors : 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Heard, 

Kingfishers,  Idmiston. 

Miss  I.  W.  Sanders, 

5 The  Croft,  Milston. 

Mrs.  E.  Richards, 

Penn,  The  Street,  All  Cannings. 

(e)  Mental  Welfare  Officer : 

Mental  Health  Centre,  Salt  Lane,  Salisbury.  Tel.:  Salisbury  27551. 

County  Council  Welfare  Department: 

Mr.  R.  A.  Whines,  Meyrick  Close,  Combe  Road,  Salisbury.  Tel.:  Salisbury 
27043. 

County  Council  Children’s  Department: 

The  Area  Children’s  Officer,  Fire  Station,  Salt  Lane,  Salisbury.  Tel.: 
Salisbury  27551. 


Tel.:  Idmiston  366. 

Tel.:  Durrington  Walls  500. 
Tel.:  Cannings  661. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1966 
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IMMUNISATION  STATISTICS,  1966 


Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  Immunisation 


Year  of  Birth 

1966  | 1965 
| 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1957 

-61 

1951 

-56 

Others 

under 

16 

Primary  immunisations 
completed  during 
1966 

Diph. 

232  303 

| 

26 

10 

4 

33 

1 

— 

Wh/c. 

232  i 301 
1 

24 

10 

4 

3 

— 

— 

Tet. 

232  i 303 
| 

26 

10 

4 

52 

10 

3 

Reinforcing  injections 
administered  during 
1966 

Diph. 

— i 113 
1 

214 

45 

40 

387 

4 

— 

Wh/c. 

— ! 69 

_ | 

134 

31 

11 

91 

1 

— 

Tet. 

— I 113 
1 

213 

45 

40 

408 

18 

1 

Smallpox  Vaccination 

Months  Years 


Age  Group 

0-3 

3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

1 

2-4 

5-15 

Vaccinations 

4 

8 

14 

16 

353 

93 

29 

Re-vaccinations 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

47 

Poliomyelitis  Immunisation 
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AMESBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  year  1966 


Redworth  House, 
Amesbury, 

Salisbury, 

Wilts. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council: 

Mr.  Chairman , Ladies  and  Gentlemen , 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  eighteenth  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Department  during  the  year 
1966,  which  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/67.  Reference  is  also  made  in  the  Report 
to  the  public  health  services  operated  in  the  district  by  the  Council,  and 
which  are  under  the  control  of  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
Council,  and  in  particular  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Committees,  for  the  support  given  to  me  during  the  year,  and  also  my 
colleagues  in  other  departments  for  their  help  so  willingly  given  at  all  times. 

I am  very  grateful  to  Dr.  Steede  for  his  helpfulness  and  consideration  in 
all  matters  relating  to  the  work  of  the  department,  and  it  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment whose  efforts  have  made  possible  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year. 


t am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant. 


July,  1967. 


I.  L.  FISHER, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  IN  THE  AREA 


Number  and  Nature  of  Visits  or  Inspections  during  1966 


GENERAL  SANITATION 


Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 


Inspections  re  Water  Supply 

Inspections  re  Drainage  of  Property 

Inspections  re  Keeping  of  Animals 

Inspections  of  Fried  Fish  Shops 

Inspections  of  Caravan  Sites 

Inspections  under  Factories  Act 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses 

Inspections  under  Noise  Abatement  Act 

Inspections  re  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Inspections  under  Pet  Animals  Act 

Inspections  under  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act 

Inspections  under  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 

Inspections  under  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Inspections  of  Schools 

Inspections  under  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957 

Inspections  under  Clean  Air  Act 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

Visits  re  Bourne  Valley  Sewerage  Scheme 

Visits  re  Sampling  of  Water  Supplies 

Visits  re  Sampling  of  Sewage  Effluent 


HOUSING 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  45 

Number  of  Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  (Re-inspections)  ...  54 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  Ill 

Number  of  Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  (Re-inspection)  . . . 642 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  re  Overcrowding 
Number  of  Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  re  Verminous  Conditions  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  (Re-inspection)  ...  ...  20 


Number  of  Property  Owners/Agents  and  Builders  Interviewed 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Number  of  Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Number  of  Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits 


47 

815 

24 

4 

101 

31 

21 

1 

6 

2 

13 

193 

17 

6 

20 

7 

343 

781 

166 

20 


99 


753 

1 

439 


27 

148 


27 

90 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  Visits  to  Poultry  Packing  Station  . . . 
Number  of  Visits  to  Knackers  Yard 
Number  of  Visits  to  Butchers’  Shops 
Number  of  Visits  to  Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 
Number  of  Visits  to  Grocers  ... 

Number  of  Visits  to  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 
Number  of  Visits  to  Ice-cream  Premises 
Number  of  Visits  to  Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 
Number  of  Visits  to  Food  Preparing  Premises 
Number  of  Visits  to  Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers’  Carts 
Number  of  Miscellaneous  Food  Visits 


130 

10 

20 

2 

66 

29 

18 

1 

36 

9 

22 


4,397 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Routine  inspections  made  of  factories  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to 
health  showed  that  conditions  are,  in  the  main,  satisfactory,  and  in  no  case 
was  it  necessary  to  take  any  action. 


The  following  list  shows  the  types  of  factories  in  the  district: 


Bakers  and  Confectioners 
Engineering,  including  Garages 
Electricity  Generating 
Joinery,  woodworking 
Testing  of  Flow  Meters 
Milk  Pasteurising 
Laundering 
Corn  Milling 

Manufacture  of  Explosives 

Vehicle  Painting 

Tailoring 

Aircraft  Testing 

Instrument  Repairs 

Fibre  Glass  and  Resin  Moulding 

Cine  Film  Camera  Testing 

Cinematograph  Film  Manufacture 

Oil  Gas 

Radio  and  Electric  Equipment  Repairs 
Fruit  Juice  and  Bottle  Washing 
Upholstery  and  Furniture  Repairs 
Packing  of  Plastic  Products 
Poultry  Processing 
Knackers  Yards 


6 

23 

1 

13 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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OUTWORKERS 

Very  little  outwork  is  carried  on  in  the  district.  Inspections  were  made 
of  any  premises  in  respect  of  which  notification  was  received,  but  in  no  case 
was  it  found  necessary  to  take  action. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  refuse  collection  service,  which  affords  a weekly  collection  in  all 
parishes,  is  carried  out  under  the  control  of  the  Council’s  Engineer  and 
Surveyor,  and  has  operated  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 

All  refuse  collected  is  disposed  of  at  the  tips  situated  at  Porton  Firs  and 
Larkhill,  and  materials  salvaged  are  sold  to  contractors. 
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HOUSING 


The  erection  of  houses  and  flats  on  the  Council’s  estate  at  Bulford  con- 
tinued steadily  throughout  the  year,  and  the  Council  have  also  resolved  to 
erect  a further  six  bungalows  and  a shop  with  living  accommodation  on  this 
site.  Considerable  progress  was  also  made  with  the  units  of  accommodation 
to  form  the  grouped  dwelling  scheme  at  Shrewton.  The  remaining  houses 
and  bungalows  in  the  Holders  Road  area  at  Amesbury  were  completed 
during  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  dwellings  completed  was  66,  and  a further  66  were 
under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

During  the  year  the  Council  gave  consideration  to  the  erection  of  further 
units  of  accommodation  in  the  district,  subject  to  the  necessary  land  being 
available.  The  development  proposed  is  as  follows: 

4 bungalows  at  Figheldean. 

4 bungalows  at  Woodford. 

4 houses  and  2 bungalows  at  Winterbourne  Stoke.  The  site  envisaged 
will  be  large  enough  to  allow  for  the  erection  of  a further  2 
bungalows  at  a later  date. 

Consideration  was  also  given  to  the  possibility  of  providing  a grouped 
dwelling  scheme  on  land  in  the  Flower  Lane/Church  Lane  area  of  Ames- 
bury, but  as  this  land  was  not  considered  suitable,  it  was  decided  to  investi- 
gate land  at  Avonstoke  House,  Amesbury,  as  an  alternative  site.  A final 
decision  to  proceed  with  such  a scheme  was,  however,  deferred  to  enable  a 
report  to  be  made  on  the  need  of  this  form  of  accommodation  at  Amesbury. 

To  meet  the  ever-present  demand  for  housing  accommodation  in  Ames- 
bury and  Durrington,  the  Council  resolved  to  investigate  the  possibility  of 
acquiring  an  area  of  land  to  the  east  of  Holders  Road,  Amesbury,  and  land 
formerly  being  part  of  Peacock’s  Nurseries  at  Durrington. 

The  points  system  which  was  introduced  on  the  1st  January,  1966,  and 
under  which  all  allocations  of  tenancies  are  now  made,  has,  in  the  main, 
proved  generally  satisfactory.  Some  minor  “ teething  problems  ” occurred 
during  the  early  stages  and  were  rectified  by  making  the  necessary  adjust- 
ments. Whilst  no  system  of  allocation  may  be  perfect  I feel  the  present 
method  is  fair,  in  as  much  as  all  applicants  are  measured  by  the  same 
“ yardstick,”  and  it  is  generally  acceptable  to  the  majority  of  applicants. 

The  work  of  modernising  the  Council’s  older  houses  has  continued  in 
accordance  with  the  programme  laid  down  in  earlier  years. 

Whilst  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  “ freeze  ” made  its  impact  felt  on 
private  enterprise  building,  the  number  of  houses  and  bungalows  provided 
by  this  means  was  still  substantial,  and  during  the  year  83  dwellings  were 
completed.  A further  86  dwellings  were  under  construction  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Although  the  Council  lifted  its  suspension  on  Discretionary  Grants 
during  the  year  little  interest  was  shown  in  this  form  of  grant.  Most  of  the 
improvement  schemes  carried  out  today  involve  either  a structural  addition 
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to  form  a bathroom  and/or  the  provision  of  a septic  tank,  and  as  applicants 
can  now  receive  a grant  of  up  to  £350  under  the  Standard  Grant  procedure, 
they  are  reluctant  to  incur  greater  expense  to  comply  with  the  demands  of 
the  Twelve  Point  Standard  to  enable  them  to  qualify  for  a Discretionary 
Grant  of  £400.  It  is,  therefore,  my  opinion  that  the  only  way  to  renew 
interest  in  this  form  of  grant  will  be  to  raise  the  £400  limit,  which  was 
brought  in  in  the  early  1950s,  but  has  not  kept  abreast  of  the  increased 
building  costs  since  that  date. 

During  the  year  18  dwellings  were  completed  under  the  Discretionary 
Scheme  (the  applications  having  been  approved  in  earlier  years),  the  grants 
amounting  to  £5,768  13s.  6d.  A further  10  dwellings  were  provided  with  the 
standard  amenities  under  the  Standard  Grant  procedure,  grants  amounting 
to  £1,929  14s.  5d.  being  paid  in  respect  of  these  works. 

The  following  table  shows  the  action  taken  during  the  year  by  the 
department  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts: 


(i)  Inspection  of  housing  defects  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  45 

(ii)  Inspection  of  housing  defects  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  Ill 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

(v)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  9,  10  and  12,  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  Notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  — 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act. 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  Notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  — 

C.  Proceedings  under  section  16,  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  12 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  result  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  *31 

(iii)  Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  ...  ...  ...  — 

(iv)  Number  of  Undertakings  completed  ...  ...  ...  — 

D.  Proceedings  under  sections  42,  43,  46  and  48,  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Area  upon  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a result  of  Demolition  Orders  — 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Area  which  have  been  retained 

as  temporary  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

E.  Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18  and  27,  Housing  Act,  1957,  and 
section  26,  Housing  Act,  1961. 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  — 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  closed  as  a result  of  Closing  Orders  or 

Undertakings  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  where  Closing  Orders  were  cancelled  in 

consequence  of  premises  being  made  fit  . . . ...  ...  — 

F.  Proceedings  under  section  76,  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  discovered  during  year  ...  — 

(ii)  Number  of  Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  during  year  ...  2 

*Includes  15  houses  demolished  by  Government  Departments  by  agreement  with 

the  Council. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Council’s  Rodent  Service,  which  is  administered  by  a Joint  Com- 
mittee comprising  members  of  this  and  two  neighbouring  authorities  has 
operated  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 

One  Rodent  Operator/Inspector  is  employed  and  he  shares  his  time 
with  each  of  the  three  authorities.  This  arrangement,  which  has  existed  since 
the  inception  of  the  scheme  has  again  proved  adequate  to  ensure  that  all 
complaints  received  are  dealt  with  expeditiously  and  to  permit  regular 
routine  survey  work  to  be  carried  out. 

The  control  measures  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  are  closely  followed  by  the  Rodent  Operator  who  works 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Opera- 
tor/Inspector during  the  year: 


Properties  other  than  Sewers 

Type  of 
Noti- 

Agricultural 

Property 

Agricultural 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district  ... 

5005 

129 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  (including 

nearby  premises)  inspected  following 

notification 

98 

1 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

92 

1 

(ii)  Mice 

4 

" ■ “ 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 

for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 

than  notification 

786 

28 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

66 

17 

(ii)  Mice 

1 

The  sewers  in  the  district  area  were  test-baited  and  no  evidence  of 
infestation  was  indicated. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


Regional  Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  to  all  parishes  in  the  district  has  been  satisfactorily 
maintained  throughout  the  year. 

During  the  year  it  was  learned  that  the  Council’s  water  undertakings 
would  be  transferred  to  the  new  South  Wilts  Water  Board  with  effect  from 
the  1st  April,  1967,  and  the  first  meeting  of  the  Water  Board  was  held  on 
the  9th  December,  1966.  The  Council  is  represented  on  the  Board  by  five 
of  its  elected  members. 

Sixty-two  samples  taken  of  water  supplied  from  the  boreholes  at  Newton 
Tony  and  Shrewton  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  during 
the  year,  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

One  sample  of  each  of  these  sources  of  supply  was  submitted  for  chemical 
examination  and  copies  of  the  reports  are  given  below: 


Newton  Tony 

Physical  Characters 
Chemical 
Reaction 

Saline  and  free  Ammonia 
Organic  (or  “ albuminoid  ”)  ammonia 
Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  three 
Chlorides 

Nitrates  (nitric  nitrogen) 

Total  Hardness  ... 

(a)  Temporary 

(b)  Permanent 

Metals 

Nitrites  (nitrous  nitrogen) 

Fluoride 

Opinion : Satisfactory 

Shrewton 

Physical  Characters 
Chemical 
Reaction 

Saline  and  free  Ammonia 
Organic  (or  “ albuminoid  ”)  ammonia 
Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  three 
Chlorides 

Nitrates  (nitric  nitrogen) 

Total  Hardness  ... 

(a)  Temporary 

(b)  Permanent 

Metals 

Nitrites  (nitrous  nitrogen) 

Fluoride 

Opinion : Satisfactory 


Crystal  clear,  colourless : no 

Parts  per 
Alkaline 


hours  at 


37  °C. 


deposit 
million 
pH  7.4 
Nil 
0.01 
0.2 
20 
4.35 
227 
136 
91 
Nil 
Nil 
0.08 


Crystal  clear,  colourless : no  deposit 

Parts  per  million 
Alkaline  pH  7.6 
Nil 
0.01 
0.2 

18.5 
3.4 
232 
160 

71.5 
Nil 
Nil 

0.03 


hours  at 


37  °C. 


Other  Supplies 

The  undermentioned  parishes  obtain  a supply  of  water  from  undertakings 
not  owned  by  the  Council: 

Cholderton  (Cholderton  Water  Board). 

Tilshead  and  Figheldean  (supplies  taken  in  bulk  from  the  Ministry 
of  Defence  (Army)  ). 
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Samples  of  water  taken  regularly  from  each  of  the  above  supplies  have 
been  found  to  be  of  satisfactory  bacteriological  quality. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  estimated  number  of  dwelling 
houses  and  caravans  and  the  estimated  population  in  each  parish  supplied 
from  public  water  mains.  This  table  does  not  take  into  account  Service 
personnel  and  their  families  and  premises  occupied  by  them,  nor  does  it 
include  properties  obtaining  piped  water  from  private  estates  supplies. 

There  are  no  public  standpipes  in  the  district. 


Parish 

Estimated 
T oral 

Population 

Estimated  number 
of  Dwelling  Houses 
and  Caravans 
connected  direct 
to  Public  Piped 
Water  Supplies 

Estimated  popu- 
lation supplied 
from  Public  Water 
Mains  direct  to 
Houses  and 
Caravans 

Allington 

471 

130 

436 

Amesbury 

4,710 

1,202 

4,670 

Bulford 

2,042 

550 

2,042 

Cholderton 

207 

67 

207* 

Durnford 

417 

82 

340 

Durrington 

3,420 

890 

3,400 

Figheldean 

865 

240 

825 

Idmiston 

2,100 

530 

2,010 

Milston 

250 

82 

250* 

Newton  Tony 

350 

80 

300 

Orcheston 

300 

96 

280 

Shrewton 

1,480 

412 

1,400 

Tilshead 

317 

95 

317* 

Wilsford-cum-Lake 

150 

8 

20 

Winterbourne 

1,980 

497 

1,680 

Winterbourne  Stoke 

210 

53 

200 

Woodford 

452 

120 

302 

Total 

19,721 

5,134 

18,679 

*Includes  population  supplied  from  mains  owned  by  Cholderton  Water  Company 
or  by  Government  Departments. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  to  Stage  1 of  the  long  overdue  sewerage  scheme  to 
serve  the  parishes  in  the  Bourne  Valley  was  finally  received  in  November 
1966,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  work  will  commence  in  1967.  This  part  of  the 
scheme  will  provide  main  drainage  facilities  for  the  more  populous  parishes 
of  Winterbourne  (with  the  exception  of  the  Firs  Road  area)  and  Idmiston, 
and  will  also  include  a small  part  of  Allington.  It  will  enable  the  Council 
to  erect  further  houses  in  the  parish  of  Winterbourne  and  to  carry  out  works 
of  modernisation  to  their  older  houses  in  Winterbourne  and  Boscombe. 

During  the  year  agreement  was  reached  with  the  Ministry  of  Defence  for 
the  acquisition  of  their  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  West  Down  Camp,  Tils- 
head,  into  which  it  is  proposed  to  discharge  sewerage  from  the  parish  of 
Tilshead.  The  Council  will  not,  however,  take  over  the  operation  and 
maintenance  of  these  works  until  the  sewerage  system  in  Tilshead  is  ready 
for  use. 

The  Council  also  resolved  the  order,  in  which  future  sewerage  schemes 
are  to  be  provided  for  the  remaining  parishes  in  the  district,  as  follows: 

(a)  Tilshead. 

(b)  Orcheston. 

(c)  Allington  and  Newton  Tony. 

(d)  Winterbourne  Stoke. 

(e)  Cholderton  and  Firs  Road,  Winterbourne. 

(f)  Avon  Valley  (parishes  of  Durnford,  Woodford  and  Wilsford- 
cum-Lake. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  milk  supply  to  the  district  during  the 
year.  The  bulk  of  the  milk  consumed  is  pasteurised  and  is  processed  at,  and 
supplied  from,  the  milk  factory  at  Amesbury.  In  one  or  two  parishes  there  is 
still  a demand  for  untreated  milk. 

Samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  regularly  from  all  the  registered  distri- 
butors in  the  district,  including  producer/retailers.  A total  of  186  samples 
were  submitted  for  the  statutory  tests  and  biological  examination. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  submitted  for  each 
examination,  together  with  the  results: 


Untreated  Milk 

Biological  Examination 

Heat  T reated  Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 
T aken 

Pass 

Fail 

No.  of 

Samples  Pass 
T aken 

Fail 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

Pass  Fail 

66 

63 

3 

19  19 

Bottles 

62 

Cartons 

39 

62  — 

38  1 

When  unsatisfactory  reports  were  received  in  respect  of  samples  of  raw 
milk,  the  producers  were  interviewed  and  advised  on  methods  to  ensure 
cleanliness  in  production,  and  repeat  samples  proved  satisfactory. 


During  the  year  49  samples  of  bottle  washings  were  submitted  for  tests, 
of  which  46  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Following  the  receipt  of  unsatis- 
factory reports,  further  visits  were  made  to  ascertain  the  cause. 

Brucella  Abortus 

Following  the  receipt  of  a positive  Milk  Ring  Test  on  a bulk  sample,  50 
individual  cow  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  testing  for  Brucella 
Abortus  and  all  proved  negative.  The  19  samples  undergoing  the  full  bio- 
logical examination  also  proved  negative. 

There  is  only  one  Registered  Dairy  in  the  district.  The  number  of 
Registered  Milk  Distributors  and  Dealers  licensed  to  sell  milk  under  special 
designations  is  as  follows: 

Registered  Milk  Distributors  in  district  ...  ...  ...  14 

Dealers  licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  (pre-packed)  ...  14 

Dealers  licensed  to  sell  Untreated  Milk  ... 

Slaughter  Houses,  etc. 

There  are  no  slaughter  houses  in  the  district,  all  fresh  meat  being 
obtained  from  the  abattoir  in  the  city  of  Salisbury. 

There  is  one  small  factory  in  the  district  where  poultry  is  killed  and 
processed,  the  majority  of  the  throughput  being  disposed  of  through  the 
London  markets. 
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During  the  year  130  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  where  turkeys, 
hens,  broilers  and  capons  are  processed.  The  number  of  birds  processed 
during  the  year  was  470,350,  of  which  1.5%  weighing  6 tons,  4 cwt.  12  lb. 
were  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

The  processing  of  this  poultry  is  carried  out  on  the  “ line  principle,  the 
birds  first  being  electrically  stunned  before  being  bled  and  de-feathered. 
The  birds  are  then  hung  on  cooling  racks  and  following  the  loss  of  body 
heat  are  placed  in  a cold  room  pending  despatch. 

Inspection  is  carried  out  by  employees  on  the  line  and  all  birds  showing 
any  signs  of  any  abnormality  are  removed  to  await  inspection  by  a member 
of  the  Department. 

There  is  also  one  knackers  yard  in  the  district,  and  periodic  visits  to  this 
establishment,  which  is  also  licensed  for  the  slaughter  of  horses,  have  shown 
the  general  condition  to  be  satisfactory. 

Food  Premises 

Regular  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  of  food  premises  in  the 
district.  Any  contraventions  of  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations,  1960,  noted  were  of  a minor  character  and  were  dealt  with  at 
the  time  of  inspection.  The  general  standard  of  food  premises  remains  at  a 
satisfactory  level. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  types  of  food  premises  in 
the  district  and  indicates  the  number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with 
Regulation  16  (personal  washing  facilities),  it  also  show's  the  number  of 
premises  to  which  Regulation  19  (facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment) 
applies  and  the  number  so  fitted  to  comply  with  this  Regulation. 


No.  and  Type  of 
Premises 

No.  of  Premises 
fitted  to  comply 
with 

Regulation  16 

No.  of  Premises 
to  which 
Regulation  19 
applies 

No.  of  Premises 
fitted  to  comply 
with 

Regulation  19 

Hotels 

39 

39 

39 

39 

Grocers 

48 

48 

48 

48 

Bakers 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Butchers 
Cafes  and 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Restaurants  ... 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Confectioners  ... 

15 

15 

15 

15 

Greengrocers  .-. . 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Fish  Fryers 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Fishmongers  ... 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Total 

142 

142 

142 

142 

23 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

There  is  no  manufacture  of  ice-cream  in  the  district.  Routine  inspections 
of  the  premises  registered  for  the  storage  of  ice-cream  have  shown  that  the 
Regulations  are  being  complied  with. 

The  number  of  types  of  food  premises  registered  under  section  16  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  are  as  follows: 

Storage  and/or  Sale  of  Ice-cream  ...  ...  83 

Sausage  Making  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


Meat  and  Other  Food  Condemned  during  1966 


The  quantity  of  meat  and  other  foods  condemned  during  1966  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption  is  given  below: 


Plaice  Portions 

...  3 

Pkts. 

Harriot  Vents 

...  5 

Pkts 

Hake  Portions 

...  3 

55 

Chips 

...  1 

55 

Cod  Portions 

...  2 

55 

Peas 

...  6 

55 

Kipper  Fillets 

...  3 

55 

Green  Beans 

...  3 

55 

Haddock  Fillets 

...  2 

55 

Short  Crust  Pastry  ... 

...  1 

55 

Cod  Fillets  ... 

...  2 

55 

Mixed  Vegetables  ... 

...  7 

55 

Cod  Steaks  ... 

...  2 

55 

Asparagus  ... 

...  4 

55 

Fish  Cakes  ... 

...  20 

55 

Spinach 

...  8 

55 

Prawns 

...  1 

55 

Brussels  Sprouts 

...  11 

55 

Potted  Shrimps 

...  1 

55 

Blueberries 

...  3 

55 

Smoked  Salmon 

...  1 

55 

Gooseberries 

...  1 

55 

Braised  Beef 

...  3 

55 

Mousse 

...  6 

55 

Steak  Bergers 

...  2 

55 

Arctic  Roll  ... 

...  1 

55 

Chicken  Livers 

...  10 

55 

Cream 

...  1 

55 

Sausage  Rolls 

...  6 

each 

Puff  Pastry  ... 

...  11 

55 

Cornish  Pasty 

...  6 

55 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957 

The  periodic  inspections  made  of  premises  licensed  by  the  Council  for 
the  boiling  of  waste  foods  have  revealed  that  the  requirements  of  the  Order 
are  being  observed. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  in  the  district  10  premises  licensed 
under  the  above  Order. 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Registration 

During  the  year  thirteen  premises  were  deleted  from  the  register  for 
various  reasons  and  thirteen  new  entries  made. 

As  a coincidence  the  deletions  were  exactly  the  same  type  of  premises  as 
the  additions  thereby  giving  the  same  final  total  in  the  register  as  at  31st 
December,  1965. 

Inspections 

The  newly  registered  premises  were  inspected  and  letters  sent  to  the 
occupiers  regarding  the  requirements  of  the  Act.  Several  cases  were  of 
change  of  ownership  with  no  change  of  staff  or  conditions.  These  premises 
were  re-inspected  and  the  new  owners  informed  of  their  obligations  under 
the  Act. 

One  or  two  of  the  larger  food  premises  in  the  district  have  been  re- 
inspected  and  were  found  to  be  still  in  compliance  with  the  Act. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN 
RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1966  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 
AMESBURY  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WILTSHIRE 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1 — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth- 
orities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

21 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

1 

10 

Total 

1 

31 

— 

— 
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2 — Cases  in  which  Dejects  were  found: 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

** 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 
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